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TAGS: PFOR, SOPN, MX, HO, US 

SUB J : MEXICAN PRESS REACTION TO SECRET PAYMENT BY UNITED BRANDS 
TO HONDURAN OFFICIALS 

REF: STATE 079470 

1. MEXICAN PRESS GAVE MODERATE LEVEL OF COVERAGE TO WIRE 
SERVICE REPORTS ON SUBJECT SCANDAL. ALL EIGHT MEXICO CITY 
PAPERS CARRIED THE REPORTS. ONLY ONE GAVE IT BANNER HEADLINES. 
THREE OTHERS CARRIED IT ON PAGE ONE. RADIO AND TELEVISION 
HAVE ALSO CARRIED BRIEF REPORTS ON THE SCANDAL. 

2. EL UNIVERSAL HEADLINED STORY "CHARGED THAT PRESIDENT 
OF HONDURAS, LOPEZ ARELLANO, WAS BRIBED BY UNITED BRANDS" 

AND CARRIES FRENCH PRESS WIRESERVICE REPORT THAT THE US. 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION FILED CHARGES AGAINST UB 
ON APRIL 9. THE UB COMMUNIQUE AND WALL STREET JOURNAL 
REPORTS WERE CITED EXTENSIVELY. PHOTO OF UB PRESIDENT BLACK 
AND THE HONDURAN PRESIDENT APPEARED ON PAGE ONE. IN FOLLOW 
ON STORY, RAFAEL ALONSO OF FRENCH PRESS ASSERTS THAT 

LATIN AMERICAN DIPLOMATS IN WASHINGTON ADMITTED THAT THE 
UB SCANDAL IN HONDURAS IS ONLY AN EXAMPLE OF A SITUATION 
WHICH EXTENDS THROUGHOUT THE HEMISPHERE. HE QUOTES AN 
UNNAMED CENTRAL AMERICAN DIPLOMAT AS SAYING: "IF OTHER 
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DEALINGS BELOW THE TABLE WITH HIGH OFFICIALS OF LATIN 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS, IT WOULD ENDANGER THE LEADERS OF 
MANY OF THE HEMISPHERE'S POLITICAL GROUPS." 

3. TO DATE THERE HAS BEEN NO EDITORIAL COMMENT OR 
REACTION BY LOCAL POLITICAL LEADERS. 
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